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EAP (etoposide, doxorubicin, cisplatin), a chemotherapeutic combination given over 8 days, proposed by German investigators in cancer of the stomach, has been considered to be too toxic by others. A positive experience with a similar regimen (PAV) developed by the SAKK given over 3 days in small cell lung cancer led us to test it in gastric adenocarcinoma. 41 patients with metastatic gastric cancer were enrolled in the study and 38 were evaluable for response and toxicity. One complete response and 12 partial responses were recorded, giving a response rate of 34% (95% confidence interval (CI) 20-51%). Median progression-free and overall survival were 3.4 and 6.3 months, respectively. Haematotoxicity was the leading toxicity with 34 (90%) and 17 (45%) grade III-IV neutropenia and thrombocytopenia, respectively. Despite this high rate of granulocytopenia, only six episodes of non-fatal febrile neutropenia were observed. Other toxicities were relatively easy to manage with infrequent grade III-IV occurrences. We conclude that PAV is active in gastric cancer and seems to be better tolerated than EAP.